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ABSTRACT: In nine Bolivian purple corn (Zea mays L.) varieties the content of phenolic compounds as well as the anthocyanin
composition has been determined. The phenotypes under investigation included four red and five blue varieties (Kulli, Ayzuma,
Paru, Tuimuru, Oke, Huaca Songo, Colorado, Huillcaparu, and Checchi). In purple corn, phenolic compounds were highly
concentrated in cell walls. Thus, simultaneous determination of soluble and bound-form phenolics is essential for analysis,
extraction, and quantification. The present study reports the determination of soluble and insoluble-bound fraction of phenolic
compounds by HPLC-DAD and HPLC-ESI-MS" in Bolivian purple corn varieties. Enzymatic, thermal, and alkaline hydrolyses were
used to obtain the cell wall-linked phenolic compounds. Ferulic acid values ranged from 132.9 to 298.4 mg/100 g, and p-coumaric
acid contents varied between 251.8 and 607.5 mg/100 g dry weight (DW), respectively, and were identified as the main
nonanthocyanin phenolics. The total content of phenolic compounds ranged from 311.0 to 817.6 mg gallic acid equivalents (GAE)/
100 g DW, and the percentage contribution of bound to total phenolics varied from 62.1 to 86.6%. The total monomeric
anthocyanin content ranged from 1.9 to 71.7 mg cyanidin-3-glucoside equivalents/100 g DW. Anthocyanin profiles are almost the
same among the different samples. Differences are observed only in the relative percentage of each anthocyanin. Cyanidin-3-
glucoside and its malonated derivative were detected as major anthocyanins. Several dimalonylated monoglucosides of cyanidin,
peonidin, and pelargonidin were present as minor constituents.
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B INTRODUCTION

Purple corn (Zea mays L.) is a rich source of anthocyanins. For
centuries, purple corn has been cultivated in South America,
mainly in Peru and Bolivia, and used for the preparation of
traditional drinks and desserts. Figure 1 shows different varieties
of pigmented Bolivian corn. Pigmented corn contains many
secondary metabolites, such as carotenoids and phenolic
compounds.! These constituents are regarded as the most
important source of antioxidants in cereals and exist in free as
well as bound form. The majority of free phenolics are flavanols,
whereas the bound phenolics are mainly phenolic acids. Never-
theless, the free forms of phenolic compounds are less abundant
in comparison to their esters, glycosides, and bound complexes.
For this reason, several hydrolytic procedures have been de-
scribed to quantify the amount of total phenolics. Most of these
procedures are based on enzymatic or alkaline hydrolysis with
NaOH. Different phenotypes of maize have been shown to
exhibit variations in their antioxidant activities and phenolic
profiles. Several studies have reported a range of bioactivities of
maize components, which included inter alia the antioxidant and
anticarcinogenic effect of white corn constituents such as feruhc
and p-coumaric acid along with their respective derivatives.”

Whereas p-coumaric acid is known to be mainly bound to
lignin® with only smaller amounts attached to polysaccharides,”
ferulic acid is mostly ester- hnked to cell wall polysaccharides such
as arabinoxylans or pectins.® Ferulates can also dehydrodlmerlze
via a radical, oxidative mechanism to form mainly 8,5'-, 8-O-4'-,
5-5'-,8-8'-, and 4-O-5'-coupled dehydrodiferulates (often simply
referred to as diferulates) and oligomers,7’8 thus cross-linking
plant cell wall polymers and polysaccharide with important
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implications for physical and textural attributes of plants, as well
as for human nutrition.”” Purple-, black-, and red-pigmented
maizes are rich in anthocyanins, which exhibit important anti-
oxidant and bioactive properties. Although considered to be non-
nutritive, anthocyanins from purple corn have been associated
with multiple health benefits.'"’ They possess high antioxidant
activities,'" reduce systolic blood pressure of hypertensive rats,'>
and prevent obesity and diabetes in mice."® Purple corn antho-
cyanins were found to reduce cell mutation induced by 2-amino-
1-methyl-6-phenylimidazopyridine (PhIP)'* and chemically in-
duced colorectal carcinogenesis in male rats.'> In purple corn,
cyanidin-3-glucoside, cyanidin-3-(6”-malonylglucoside), and
cyanidin-3-(3”,6"-dimalonylglucoside) have been determined
as the major anthocyanins, with cyanldln being the main
aglycone moiety (73—87% of the total).'® Small amounts of
pelargonidin derivatives and peonidin derivatives have been also
reported to occur in the plant.'”'® In this study, a method for
preparative isolation of pure anthocyanins from purple corn was
established using high-speed countercurrent chromatography
(HSCCC). HSCCC is a modern and automated liquid—liquid
chromatographic technique that has been used for the prepara-
tive isolation of numerous natural products because of the gentle
isolation conditions and large yields of pure compounds.'” *'
Previous studies on pigmented maize varieties mainly focused on
anthocyanin composition, and only some studies reported the
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Figure 1. Varieties of pigmented Bolivian purple corn cultivars.

phenolic content and antioxidant activity of purple corn.'"***

Obviously, without a proper determination of the bound phe-
nolic fraction linked to the cell wall materials, their phenolic
content has most likely been underestimated. Therefore, more
analyses of soluble and bound-form phenolics and anthocyanins
of purple corn varieties are required. For this reason, the
objective of this study was to determine the phenolic profiles,
including both soluble and bound phenolic compounds, and
anthocyanins of samples from nine pigmented corn varieties
grown in Bolivia and to develop appropriate conditions for
their separation and identification. To our knowledge, this is
the first application of HSCCC for the preparative separation of
Bolivian purple corn pigments on a large scale. Moreover, more
insight was required with regard to cell wall bound phenolics in
purple corn.

B MATERIALS AND METHODS

Plant Material. The seeds of purple corn varieties Kulli, Ayzuma,
Paru, Tuimuru, Oke, Huaca Songo, Colorado, Huillcaparu, and Checchi
were generously supplied by Dr. Gonzalo Avila from Centro de
Investigaciones Fitoecogenéticas de Pairumani (CIFP), Fundacién
Patino, Cochabamba, Bolivia. Prior to analysis, whole grain samples
were ground to a fine powder by using an IKA laboratory mill (Janke &
Kunkel Co., Staufen, Germany) and stored at —20 °C until extraction.

Solvents and Reagents. All reagents and solvents employed were
of HPLC purity or analytical grade. Methanol and tert-butyl methyl ether
(TBME) were redistilled prior to use. Trifluoroacetic acid (TFA) was
obtained from Sigma-Aldrich (Munich, Germany), deuterated NMR
solvents were from Deutero (Kastellaun, Germany), and formic acid
p-A., >98%, was from Acros Organics (Belgium). All enzymes (Amylase
BAN 480 L, Cellulase Cellubrix L, and Pectinase Pectinex UF) were
from Novozymes (Denmark). Water was demineralized by a Nanopure
(Barnstead, IA) apparatus.

Isolation of Pigments by HSCCC. Pigment extraction was
carried out according to the method previously described by Eichhorn
and Winterhalter’* and Hillebrand et al.*® Approximately 450 g of
purple corn flour was blanched at 100 °C for 3 min with 900 mL of water.
The same volume of a solution of water/hydrochloric acid (19:1 v/v)
was added. The suspension was stirred at 0 °C for 3 h and then stored at

room temperature for 8 h without stirring. To remove solid material, the
suspension was filtered prior to application onto an Amberlite XAD-7
column (Fluka, 100 X 7 cm), which had been conditioned with 2 L of
methanol and then with 2 L of water. The column was rinsed with 3 L of
water to remove sugars, proteins, organic acids, and minerals. The
anthocyanins were eluted with 2 L of a mixture of methanol/glacial
aceticacid (19:1v/v). The eluate was concentrated in vacuo, dissolved in
water, and freeze-dried. Between 2.1 and 2.7 g of purified XAD-7 extracts
was obtained from 450 g of each of the samples of purple corn flour.

Subsequent isolation of the pigments was achieved by HSCCC.
Separations were carried out with a high-speed model CCC-1000
(Triplecoil; diameter of tubing = 2.6 mm, total volume = 850 mL,
revolution speed = 850 rpm) produced by Pharma-Tech Research Corp.
(Baltimore, MD). A two-phase solvent system, consisting of TBME/n-
butanol/acetonitrile /water (2:2:1:5 v/v/v/v, acidified with 0.1% TFA)
was used (less dense layer as stationary phase) with a flow rate of 4 mL/
min. An amount of 500 mg of each XAD-7 extract (redissolved in 22 mL
of solvent mixture) was injected for a single run, and all CCC fractiona-
tions were monitored at 520 nm.

Extraction of Soluble Phenolic Compounds (E1). An amount
of 8 g of purple corn flour was blended by Ultra Turrax apparatus with
40 mL of ethanol/water (80:20 v/v) for 2 min. After the flour was
separated from the extract by filtration through a folded filter into a
volumetric flask, the residue was washed with a 20 mL portion of formic
acid (5%), and the final volume was adjusted to 100 mL by adding formic
acid (5%).

Extraction of Bound Phenolic Compounds by Enzymatic
Hydrolysis (E2). Bound phenolics were extracted from the residue of
the soluble phenolic determination. The residue was suspended in
20 mL of Ca(OH), (1 mM), the pH value was adjusted to 5.0, and
the enzyme preparation (500 uL of pectinase, S00 L of amylase, and
250 uL of cellulase) was added. The suspension was then stirred for 24 h
at room temperature and filtered into a 100 mL flask. The residue was
washed again with water, and the volume was adjusted to 100 mL.

Extraction of Bound Phenolic Compounds by Thermal
Hydrolysis (E3). For thermal liberation of bound phenolic com-
pounds, the residue from the enzymatic hydrolysis was first dried for 4
hin a vacuum at 70 °C and then dissolved in S0 mL of methanol. After
boiling under reflux for 1 h, the resulting suspension was filtered into a
50 mL flask. The final volume was adjusted by adding methanol.

Extraction of Bound Phenolic Compounds Using Alkaline
Hydrolysis (E4). The residue was washed with S mL of acetone and
dried for 4 h in a vacuum at 70 °C. The dry residue was resuspended in
1S mL of 4 M NaOH and stirred for 2 h. The resulting slurry was
acidified with 10 mL of concentrated HCI, and the emulsion was filtered
into a 50 mL flask. The final volume was adjusted to 50 mL by water.

High-Performance Liquid Chromatography (HPLC). HPLC
analyses were performed on an MD-910 multiwavelength detector
(wavelength range between 220 and 650 nm), equipped with a DG-
980-50 3-line degasser and an LG-980-02 ternary gradient unit, a PU-
980 Intelligent HPLC pump, an AS-950 Intelligent autosampler, and
Borwin PDA chromatography software (Jasco, Gross-Umstadt,
Germany). HPLC separation was carried out on a Luna RP-18 column
(250 x 4.6 mm, S um, Phenomenex, Aschaffenburg, Germany) at a flow
rate of 0.5 mL/min, using an injection volume of 20 uL (in solvent
system A). The binary gradient consisted of solvent system A (water/
acetonitrile/formic acid 87:3:10 v/v/v) and solvent system B (water/
acetonitrile/formic acid 40:50:10 v/v/v). Conditions were as follows:
0 min, 6% B; 20 min, 20% B; 35 min, 40% B; 40 min, 60% B; 45 min,
90% B; and SS min, 6% B, followed by a 5 min equilibration period.

High-Performance Liquid Chromatography—Electrospray
lonization Multiple Mass Spectrometry (HPLC-ESI-MS").
Freeze-dried samples (XAD-7 extracts as well as CCC fractions
containing a mixture of anthocyanins) were redissolved in a mixture of
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Table 1. Total Contents of Soluble and Bound Phenolics in
Bolivian Purple Corn Cultivars Determined by Using the
Folin—Ciocalteu Assay”

phenolics (mg gallic acid equiv/100 g DW)

soluble bound

cultivar 18l 127 183 E4 total
Ayzuma 90.7 168.4 96.6 112.7 468.4
Paru 73.9 115.8 88.4 117.0 395.1
Tuimuru 102.3 123.1 77.1 128.2 430.7
Huaca Songo 72.6 109.6 52.4 129.3 363.9
Colorado 68.1 1558.7 23.1 64.1 311.0
Huillcaparu 102.0 137.1 84.4 115.3 438.8
Checchi 77.1 119.7 37.3 151.7 385.8
Oke 86.5 136.9 66.6 124.3 414.3
Kulli 82.1 205.0 1354 189.2 611.7
Kulli flour 309.7 178.3 159.1 170.5 817.6

?E1—E4, extraction methods (cf. Materials and Methods).

water/acetonitrile/formic acid 95:3:2 (v/v/v) and were analyzed by
HPLC-ESI-MS". HPLC analyses were performed using an Agilent system
(Boblingen, Germany) equipped with a binary pump (1100 series) and an
autosampler (1200 series). The same analytical conditions as described
above were used. ESI-MS" measurements were performed on a Bruker
Esquire-LC multiple ion trap mass spectrometer (Bruker Daltonics,
Bremen, Germany). Mass spectral analyses were recorded under the
following operating conditions: positive and negative ion mode; capillary,
—2500 V; capillary exit offset, 70 V; end plate offset, —500 V; skimmer 1,
20 V; skimmer 2, 10 V; dry gas, N,, 11 L/min; dry temperature, 325 °C;
nebulizer, 60 psi; scan range, m/z 50—2200. Esquire NT 4.0 software
(Bruker Daltonics) was used for analysis and data collection.

Electrospray lonization Multiple Mass Spectrometry (ESI-
MS"). For ESI-MS" experiments pure compounds were redissolved in a
mixture of water/acetonitrile/formic acid 95:3:2 (v/v/v) and were
delivered directly via a syringe pump 74900 (Cole-Parmer, USA) into
the ESI source (flow rate = 240 uL/h). Mass spectrometry parameters
were the following: positive ion mode; capillary, —3500 V; capillary exit
offset, 60 V; end plate offset, —500 V; skimmer 1, 30 V; skimmer 2, 10 V;
dry gas, N,, 4 L/min; dry temperature, 300 °C; nebulizer, 10 psi; scan
range, m/z 50—1000.

Quantification of Total Phenolics, Anthocyanins, and p-
Coumaric and Ferulic Acid. Total phenolic content in the extracts
was determined using the Folin—Ciocalteu method,”® with gallic acid as
standard. Total phenolic values were reported in milligrams of gallic acid
equivalents per 100 g of dry weight (mg GAE/100 ¢ DW). For
quantification of monomeric anthocyanins, trans-p-coumaric acid and
trans-ferulic acid by HPLC analyses, five-point calibration curves of
cyanidin-3-glucoside (3.2—50.8 mg/L), trans-p-coumaric and trans-ferulic
acid (50—150 mg/L) were used. All anthocyanins were detected at
520 nm and were calculated as cyanidin-3-glucoside equivalents, whereas
p-coumaric acid and ferulic acid were quantitatively determined at 320 nm.
Values are the mean £ SD of three independent experiments.

B RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

Total Phenolic Content. The soluble and bound phenolic
contents of nine different purple corn cultivars are presented in
Table 1 and are expressed as milligrams of gallic acid equivalents
per 100 g of sample based on the dry weight (DW). The soluble
phenolic content ranged from 68.1 to 309.7 mg GAE/100 g DW.
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Figure 2. HPLC chromatogram of the bound phenolic extract of the
variety Oke after alkaline hydrolysis at 320 nm, including mass spectro-
metric data and structure of the tentatively characterized trans-5-[ (E)-2-
carboxyvinyl]-2-(4-hydroxy-3-methoxyphenyl)-7-methoxy-2,3-dihydro-
benzofuran 3-carboxylic acid (8-S'-BenDiFA).

For determination of bound-form phenolics, enzymatic cleavage
with various enzyme preparations (pectinases, cellulases,
amylases) has been reported to release phenolic acids.”® Between
109.6 and 205.0 mg GAE/100 g DW was released by enzyme
treatment (E2). Subsequent thermal treatment (E3) showed that
by using enzymes, not all of the phenolic constituents could be
cleaved from the cell walls. Between 23.1 and 159.1 mg GAE/100 g
DW was released after thermal treatment (1 h of reflux at
70 °C). Eventually, hydrolysis under strong alkaline conditions
(E4) released additional phenolic constituents in the range from
64.1 to 189.2 mg GAE/100 g DW. The total content of bound-
form phenolics detected in Bolivian purple corn cultivars varied
from 242.9 to 529.6 mg GAE/100 g DW. The sum of soluble
and bound phenolics was in the range of 311.0—817.6 mg GAE/
100 g DW. In our study, the highest amounts of phenolics were
detected in the dark-blue variety Kulli (flour). The percentage
contribution of bound to total phenolics ranged from 62.1 to
86.6%, indicating that the bound phenolics are the major
phenolic fraction in purple corn varieties.

Determination of Phenolic Acid Content and Composi-
tion. Identification of monomeric soluble and bound-form
phenolic compounds of the purple corn varieties was achieved
by HPLC-DAD analyses using external standards. Two major
hydroxycinnamic acid monomers were detected in all of the
purple corn cultivars at retention times of 30.7 and 36.2 min,
respectively. These compounds were identified as p-coumaric
acid and ferulic acid. In addition to the monomers, further
p-coumaric acid and ferulic acid derivatives were detected in
bound-form fractions showing retention times between 40 and
50 min. By comparison with literature data,”’ these peaks were
characterized as ferulic acid dehydrodimers and dehydrotrimers.
One cyclic dimeric ferulic acid derivative with a retention time of
44.8 min was tentatively identified by ESI-MS" spectroscopy as
trans-S-[ (E)-2-carboxyvinyl]-2-(4-hydroxy-3-methoxyphenyl)-
7-methoxy-2,3-dihydrobenzofuran 3-carboxylic acid or 8-5'-Ben
DiFA previously described by Boutigny et al.*® in wheat bran. 8-5'-
BenDiFA showed a pseudomolecular ion [M — H] ™ at m/z 385
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Table 2. Contents of p-Coumaric Acid and Ferulic Acid in
Bolivian Purple Corn Cultivars Determined by Using HPLC-
DAD Analysis”

phenolic acids (mg/100 g DW)

p-coumaric acid ferulic acid
soluble bound soluble bound

cultivar El E2 IES) E4 El E2 E3 E4
Ayzuma 19.3 549 133 2792 99.8 114 21.7 nd
Paru nd 162 5.7 2924 135.5 nd 843 nd
Tuimuru nd 649 164 3363 148.5 278 485 nd
Huaca Songo 17.5 123 7.0 3082 98.0 nd 92.5 nd
Colorado nd 200 112 2742 139.0 nd 1594 nd
Huillcaparu nd 413 17.3 1932 1267 nd 1233 nd
Checchi 174 403 7.5 3182 147.7 262 24.6 nd
Oke 20.0 45.7 11.3 331.7 1753 180 222 nd
Kulli 34.1 107.0 27.0 4394 1352 nd 19.0 nd
Kulli flour 53.8 752 26.1 4159 1279 nd 140 nd

?E1—E4, extraction methods (cf. Materials and Methods). nd, not
detected.

and fragments at m/z 341, 326, 297, 282, and 267.28 Figure 2
shows the HPLC chromatogram of the bound phenolic extract of
the variety Oke after alkaline hydrolysis including the mass
spectrometric data and the structure of the 8-5'-benzofuran
dimer of ferulic acid.

The quantification of free p-coumaric acid and ferulic acid
showed that ferulic acid was the most dominant phenolic acid in
all purple corn cultivars. Ferulic acid content ranged from 98.0 to
175.3 mg/100 g DW, whereas p-coumaric acid was found in
moderate levels up to 53.8 mg/100 g DW for the cultivar Kulli
(flour). The quantitative determination after enzymatic treatment
(E2) showed that p-coumaric acid was the major phenolic acid in
all cultivars (12.3—107.0 mg/100 DW). In four samples small
amounts of ferulic acid could be detected by HPLC-DAD analysis.
Up t0 27.8 mg/100 g DW was determined in the cultivar Tuimuru.
Most enzymes for analytical use contain no cinnamoyl esterase
activity, and release of phenolic compounds is caused by cleavage
of the ether, acetal, or hemiacetal linkage between the carbohydrate
unit and the hydroxyl groups of the aromatic system.'® For
cleavage of ester-bonded phenolic acids two different methods
have been published in the literature, the so-called acified hydro-
lysis and saponification by treatment with NaOH.>”** Small
amounts of p-coumaric acid (up to 27.0 mg/100 g DW) and
ferulic acid (up to 159.4 mg/100 ¢ DW) were isolated by treating
phenolics ester-linked to cell wall polysaccharides such as arabi-
noxylans and pectins with methanol under reflux conditions
(E3).*” In all samples p-coumaric acid bound to lignin is the major
monomeric hydroxycinnamic acid. Amounts released by alkaline
hydrol;fsis were in the range of 193.2—439.4 mg/100 g DW
(E4).>” Table 2 summarizes the contents of free and bound
p-coumaric and ferulic acid. Our results show that the majority
of phenolic acids are linked to cell wall polymers and are present in
bound form, whereas only small amounts exist as soluble phenolic
acids. By calculation of the total amount of major phenolic acids in
the investigated Bolivian cultivars the values ranged from 251.8 to
607.5 mg/100 g DW for p-coumaric acid and from 132.9 to 298.4
mg/100 g DW for ferulic acid, respectively.

Table 3. Total Contents of Soluble and Bound Monomeric
Anthocyanins in Bolivian Purple Corn Cultivars Determined
by Using HPLC-DAD Analysis®

anthocyanins (mg cy-3-glc equiv/100 g DW)

soluble bound

cultivar El E2 E3 E4 total
Ayzuma 10.56 5.34 1.31 nd 17.21
Paru nd nd nd nd nd
Tuimuru 27.64 1191 11.48 nd 51.03
Huaca Songo 1.97 nd nd nd 1.97
Colorado nd nd nd nd nd
Huillcaparu nd nd nd nd nd
Checchi 7.53 nd 0.87 nd 8.40
Oke 14.71 3.54 5.16 nd 2341
Kulli 51.25 15.07 3.02 2.34 71.68
Kulli flour 63.73 4.47 191 1.41 71.52

*E1—E4, extraction methods (cf. Materials and Methods). nd, not
detected.

Determination of Anthocyanin Content and Composi-
tion. The monomeric anthocyanin content varied significantly
between the varieties and is expressed as milligrams of cyanidin-
3-glucoside equivalents (cy-3-glc equiv) per 100 g of DW. In the
case of Paru, Colorado, and Huillcaparu no significant amounts
of monomeric anthocyanins could be detected by HPLC-DAD
analysis. The soluble content of anthocyanins ranged from 1.97
to 63.73 mg cy-3-glc equiv/100 g DW. The percentage contribu-
tions of bound anthocyanins to the total anthocyanins were in all
samples below 50%. The contents of soluble and bound antho-
cyanins are summarized in Table 3. The varieties Kulli and
Tuimuru had the highest concentrations of soluble and bound
anthocyanins. These results demonstrated that some Bolivian
cultivars of purple corn showed a high content of phenolic
compounds and anthocyanins, thus constituting good sources
for functional food development as well as natural food colorants.

The anthocyanin composition of Bolivian purple corn is mainly
composed of non- and monoacylated derivatives."®”'® There are
numerous reports on the anthocyanin composition in various
parts of the plant. A summary can be found in Mazza and Miniati*®
and Aoki et al*' The HPLC-DAD (520 nm) chromatogram of
anthocyanins extracted from the Kulli cultivar is shown in Figure 3.
Anthocyanin profiles are almost the same among the nine samples
(data not shown). Differences are observed only in the relative
percentage of each anthocyanin. With the HPLC conditions used
in this study, at least 10 peaks were separated from the anthocya-
nin extracts of the nine genotypes analyzed. Ayzuma, Huaca
Songo, Kulli, and Kulli flour varieties contained 10 anthocyanin
pigments, the major peaks (24.5—35.9% peak area) consisting of
cyanidin-3-glucoside (2) eluted at 17.6 min and cyanidin-3-(6"-
malonylglucoside) (5) at 254 min. The varieties Tuimuru,
Checchi, and Oke showed three major and seven minor pigments
by HPLC analysis. Peaks 2, S, and 7 are the predominant
compounds (10.9—30.1% peak area) and were characterized as
cyanidin-3-glucoside (2), cyanidin-3-(6"-malonylglucoside) (5),
and peonidin-3-(6”-malonylglucoside) (7), respectively. Dimal-
onylated monoglucosides of cyanidin, peonidin, and pelargonidin
could also be detected as minor pigments. Peaks 9 and 10 were
tentatively identified as pelargonidin-3-(dimalonylglucoside) (9)
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Figure 3. HPLC chromatogram of the anthocyanin-enriched XAD-7 extract of Bolivian purple corn Kulli at 520 nm. For compound labeling cf. Table 4.

Table 4. Mass Spectrometric Data and Identification of Anthocyanin Compounds Characterized from Kulli Corn Cultivar

m/z
peak” retention time (min) peak area” (%) M fragments compound identity ref

1 8.1 7.8 899 737, 575, 557, 449, 287 (epi)catechin—cyanidin-3,5-diglucoside 32

2 17.6 37.7 449 287 cyanidin-3-glucoside 17,31
3 22.2 S4 433 271 pelargonidin-3-glucoside 17,31
4 233 3.8 463 301 peonidin-3-glucoside 17,31
S 25.4 26.8 535 449, 287 cyanidin-3-(6”-malonylglucoside) 17,31
6 30.1 1.7 519 433,271 pelargonidin-3-(6”-malonylglucoside) 17,31
7 313 7.5 549 463, 301 peonidin-3-(6”-malonylglucoside) 17,31
8 323 3.6 621 535, 449, 287 cyanidin-3-(dimalonylglucoside) 10, 31
9 35.7 0.7 60S 519, 433,271 pelargonidin-3-(dimalonylglucoside) c

10 37.1 11 635 549, 463, 301 peonidin-3-(dimalonylglucoside) c

“ Peaks are shown in Figure 3. b Relative area. ‘ Tentatively identified in this work (cf. text).

and peonidin-3-(dimalonylglucoside) (10), respectively. In
Table 4, the relative anthocyanin composition of the Kulli extract
calculated from the peak areas obtained at 520 nm is summarized
together with HPLC-ESI-MS" data.

The identification of individual anthocyanin compounds is
based on the data from HPLC-DAD/-ESI-MS" analysis and by
comparison with literature data.'®"'®*' In the following, an
example shows HSCCC separation of the dark corn variety Kulli
(Figure 4). HSCCC separated five fractions as well as the coil
residue. The first fraction consisted of (epi)catechin—cyanidin-
3,5-diglucoside (1). Mass spectrometric analysis of 1 showed a
pseudomolecular ion [M]™ at m/z 899 and fragments at m/z 737,
575 (successive loss of two hexose residues), 557 (loss of water),
449 (126 amu, loss of C¢gHgO3), and 287 (288 amu, loss of an
upper (epi)catechin unit).>* The CCC fraction 2 (34 mg) contains
pure cyanidin-3-glucoside (2) in a purity of 92%, which is the
major pigment not only of the cultivar Kulli but also of other maize
morado cobs." CCC fraction 4 (36 mg) contains cyanidin-3-(6"-
malonylglucoside) (5) in a purity of 85%. The structure of § was
confirmed by HPLC-ESI-MS" measurements. The pseudomolecular

ion [M]™ with m/z 535 yielded fragments of m/z 449 and 287
(Table 4). Fraction 3 consisted of a mixture of pelargonidin-3-
glucoside (46%) (3) and peonidin-3-glucoside (4) (40%), which
could be isolated in pure form by preparative HPLC.

In our studies, a method has been developed for the simulta-
neous determination of soluble and bound-form phenolics in
nine Bolivian purple corn varieties. HPLC-DAD and HPLC-ESI-
MS" analyses of free and bound-form fractions demonstrated a
wide variation in the phenolic contents and anthocyanin
composition.

The percentage contribution of bound to total phenolics
in the samples examined indicated that the bound phenolics
are the major phenolic fraction in purple corn varieties, signifi-
cantly higher than that of free and esterified phenolics. The
present study shows that nonanthocyanin phenolic compounds
should be taken into consideration when purple corn bioactive
properties are studied. The knowledge generated from this study
may help to exploit the use of purple corn as a functional
ingredient and to promote its use in disease risk reduction and
overall health.
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Figure 4. HSCCC separation of the purple corn cultivar Kulli monitored at 520 nm.
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